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Minnesota Cancer Registrars Association
THE MODMM
The Minnesota Oncology Data Managers Monitor
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE
2019 is the 45th year of MCRA.  In our Member Directory is a letter from Dr. Charles Murray, MCRA’s 1st president, kindly sent to help us celebrate our 40th anniversary.   If you have not read the letter recently, please do so.  It is especially interesting to be reminded of those who were instrumental in developing the first computerized registry in the state - Lolly Naslund, Gail Jolitz, Mary Lou Mismash and others.  These people have seen huge changes over the past 45 years!  

I have only been around for about 24 years. In 1995 I was one of three hospital coders at Ridgeview Medical Center in Waconia.  Dr. Paul Sperduto was planning to open a Radiation Therapy Clinic in Waconia. He asked the hospital to develop a Cancer Program and become accredited by the Commission on Cancer.  As I was the only coder not close to retirement age, the Cancer Registrar job was mine.  What??   

In swooped my power team!  We became part of TUMORS.  I had two or three days of training with Mary Lou. Gail Jolitz came to a first Cancer Committee Meeting and explained what needed to be accomplished to become certified.   We were off and running – and abstracting.  TUMORS held frequent users’ meetings where I met and became friends with other registrars.  Because we shared many patients with Abbott Northwestern, I think I knew Lolly’s phone number by heart!  Elaine Collins was our MCSS Field Service Rep. So much knowledge – and all willing help!

Speaking of Mary Lou, she officially retired at the end 2018.  Happy retirement Mary Lou!  I know I am not the only one here who had her as a teacher in the 70’s at Anoka Technical College in the “ART” program.  I was thrilled when I heard that she was part of TUMORS.  I like to say, “Everything I know, I learned from Mary Lou”.   At an educational conference, you could always count on Mary Lou to have a question for the speaker.  She is always learning and always teaching in her kind, intelligent way.   Recently we were part of the same ukulele group!  She taught me some things there as well!  

My point in all of this?  We all have our stories of how we got into this crazy field.  Even if you have only been around for two years, you have seen big changes.  Congratulations, especially, to the hospital registrars, who have survived the last two years and are working hard to catch up!    If you have questions – reach out to other members for help.  If you can use your experience and knowledge to help others – please do!  Join an MCRA committee or become an officer.  That is the only way MCRA is going to be able to continue into the future.

Sincerely,

LeeAnn Olson, MCRA President

Nominating Committee

Submitted by Kim Gums

All open positions for 2019 have been filled – roles will switch over at the Spring 2019 meeting. Listed below are those who have volunteered or are staying on in their current positions. 
President-Elect: Shall assume the duties of the President in his/her absence and shall succeed to the office of President at the conclusion of his/her term of office. The President-Elect shall co-chair the Professional Development committee. Ensure website information is correct. Jessica Klaphake has been nominated for this role and has accepted.

Secretary: Shall be responsible for records of all MCRA proceedings and shall distribute minutes of all business meetings to the membership. Jackie Halsey has volunteered for this role.

Treasurer: Shall be responsible for the receipt and disbursement of all funds of MCRA and shall make written reports to the Executive Committee and to the membership. The treasurer shall serve on the Membership Committee. Amanda Hlad has volunteered to stay on in this role.

Professional Development Committee: Shall be Responsible for leadership in the Professional Development of MCRA membership. It shall include the President-Elect, with responsibility for educational programs. It will include persons responsible for support of members seeking CTR status, and any other members as deemed by the President or the Executive Committee. Jen Fogelson has volunteered to join this committee.

Communications Committee: The Communications Committee will include persons responsible for the MCRA newsletter, the MODMM (The Minnesota Oncology Data Managers Monitor) and for taking photographs. Liaisons to the Minnesota Cancer Council, National Cancer Registrars association, Minnesota Health Information Management Association, Commission on Cancer, Minnesota Cancer Surveillance System, Others as felt necessary, in order to carry on the responsibilities of the communications committee. Kathy Lougiu has volunteered for this role.
Website Coordinator: Shall be responsible for working with the Webmaster to ensure smooth operation of the MCRA website. Thomas Coles (aka the website guy) has volunteered to stay on in this role.

Nominating Committee:  There shall be at least four members on the Nominating Committee, the chairperson (appointed by the newly elected President), the immediate Past-President, and two other members elected by the MCRA at the April (Spring) Annual Meeting. They are responsible for preparing, mailing, and tallying the ballots in accord with Article V. No member of this committee shall be eligible for office. Erin Hammell has volunteered to join this committee.
Bylaws Committee: Responsible for keeping the bylaws current. Shall bring recommendations for bylaw amendments to the Executive Committee and shall distribute revised bylaws to the membership. Linda Vanstrom has volunteered to stay on in this role.

Membership Committee: Shall be responsible for acceptance of new members and for distribution of updated rosters to the members. The MCRA Treasurer shall be a member of this committee and provide updated information on payment of dues. Chunny Daiker has volunteered to stay on in this role.

Thank you to all of those who have volunteered and/or agreed to remain on in your roles,

Kim, Carol, Nancy & Janice

Bylaws

Linda Vanstrom

Bylaws can be found on the MCRA website: click on the “Documents” tab, then the hyperlink for “MCRA Bylaws”.

We Are Professionals Who

Manage data describing the diagnosis and treatment of cancer. Promote quality cancer data collection and cancer program management.

MCRS REPORT  
Carol Forbes-Manske
Metafile version 18b is being tested and will be emailed to all the registries and to the vendors whose emails we have on file.  The metafile will also be on the MCRS new website which is slated to go live on 2/14/19.  Version 18C will be sent out and posted on the web page once the update is available.

Staff are abstracting and consolidating the 2017 and earlier diagnosed cases and will begin death clearance soon.  
Histology Coding Issues –

BREAST: 

IDC with mucinous features = 8523/3 per SINQ 20091130.

Carcinoma, nos of breast = IDC 8500/x per SINQ 20130170.

Scope Regional Lymph Node Surgery – sentinel lymph node (2), Regional lymph nodes removed (3, 4, or 5), sentinel lymph node and regional lymph node dissection at same time or timing not stated (6) or sentinel lymph biopsy and regional lymph node dissection at different times (7).  

ENDOMETRIUM: Endometroid adenocarcinoma with squamous differentiation = 8570/3 per SINQ 20140090.

Treatment Issues - 

Scope RLN Surgery – 

If FNA/core biopsy of a RLN is performed, it is coded as “1” in Scope RLN Surgery. The date of the FNA/core biopsy should be recorded in the Surgery Date.  

Sequence of any other treatment (RT/Systemic) after the LN biopsy would be 3 (after surgery). IF definitive surgery is performed after the LN biopsy, the sequence of other treatment would still be 3, not 2 (before surgery) or 4 (both before & after surgery). Review FORDS/STORE manual for Scope Regional LN Surgery. MCRS gets many edits on these scope of LN surgery & sequence of treatment issues.
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Staging Info – 

2010-2017 in situ diagnoses should be clinically staged as pTis.

2018+ in situ diagnoses should be clinically staged as cTis.

Refer to AJCC website, Education, Registrar, for In situ neoplasia information, Quick 1-page resource highlighting general rules & rationale for Chapter 1 of the staging manual, and Node status (when it is not required).

TREASURERS REPORT
Amanda Hlad 
The current balance in the MCRA bank account is $20,688.56.  Currently working on IRS form 1024 to re-establish our non-profit status.  Additional costs for accountant, filing, etc may be added.    

*******************************************************

MCRA Cash Flow (1/01/2018 through 12/31/2018)
INFLOWS

 2018 Membership Dues                                 $5,103.83

2018 Regional Conference                              $2,189.12   
2018 MCRA Spring Conference                     
          
Registration


     $1,931.08
Vendor



     $1,798.75           
TOTAL 2018 Spring Conference Income       $3,729.83

TOTAL INFLOWS 


$11, 022.78
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OUTFLOWS

2018 Spring Conference

            $2, 041.03
Membership


Gifts, Memorials


  $91.22
                 

CTR Exam Stipend


$200.00
NCRA Meeting

     MCRA – President Elect Support               $1,974.57
     Miscellaneous



 $101.76

     TOTAL NCRA Meeting  
   
             $2,076.33

Professional Development – Webinars        $1,440.00

Website




 $183.60
   Domain Account


 $119.40
   Online Registration


 $249.95

  Website Design                                                  $200.00

   TOTAL Website



 $752.95
TOTAL OUTFLOWS
     
             $6,601.53
OVERALL TOTAL                               $4,421.25
Website

Tom Coles
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The website continues to be updated with NAACCR webinars as they are released for viewing.  All of the 2018 webinars to date and most of the 2017 webinars are linked (and working!) to the MCRA webpage.  Webinars from 2016 and earlier are not linked anymore.  We have corrected most, if not all, of the issues that we were having earlier in the year.  As of right now, the website seems to be pretty top notch!
The username is registry and the password is ypTNMCRA18^  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Heidi Leach, Candace Schoolmeesters, Jen Nelson
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The WCRA/MCRA Regional Conference is coming!  Conference is set for September 12th and 13th at Embassy Suites Airport!
With all of the new changes in 2018 here is a list of Important resources needed for 2018 coding.  

· AJCC 8TH Edition, 3rd printing and errata – and KINDLE edition https://cancerstaging.org/pages/default.aspx 
· STORE Manual https://www.facs.org/~/media/files/quality%20programs/cancer/ncdb/store_manual_2018.ashx 
· SEER Summary Staging 2018 Manual https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/ssm/  
· 2018 Solid Tumor Manual https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/solidtumor/
· ICD-O-3 2018 Revisions  https://www.naaccr.org/implementation-guidelines/#ICDO3
· SEER Registrar Staging Assistant for EOD Extent of Disease 2018 Schema List V1.2. https://staging.seer.cancer.gov/eod_public/home/1.2/  This provides valid values, definitions, and notes for:

o EOD Primary Tumor
o EOD Lymph Nodes

o EOD Mets

o SEER Summary Staging 2018

o SSDI’s including grade

· Site Specific Data items SSDI/Grade https://apps.naaccr.org/ssdi/list/
o SSDI Manual
o Appendix A and B

o Grade Manual

o Schema List

· NAACCR Standards and Data Dictionary http://datadictionary.naaccr.org/
· Grade Coding Instructions and Tables https://www.naaccr.org/SSDI/Grade-Manual.pdf
· SEER Rx Database https://seer.cancer.gov/seertools/seerrx/ 

· SEER EOD 2018 General Coding Rules Manual https://seer.cancer.gov/tools/staging/2018-EOD-General-Instructions.pdf 
Reminder: NAACCR webinars are available on the MCRA website approximately 1 week after the live presentation.  Take some time to view past presentations.

Congratulations to Nancy Hedstrom, Minneapolis VA on passing your CTR Exam.  
2019 NCRA dates for the CTR Examination window are March 1 – March 23; June 21 – July 13; October 11 – November 2!
          The 2019 Handbook/Application for Candidates and Exam Dates are posted on the website at www.ncra-usa.org/CTR/certification-exam !  If you are looking for this information please contact ctrexam@ncra-usa.org to request a copy of the free handbook and dates.

For additional information, go to www.ctrexam.org
Communications
Jess Klaphake

There have been many resources released and soon to be released regarding all of the changes for 2018+ cases – check out the Professional Development section for a list of these resources and details.
There are a few documents pertinent to members on the MCRA Website – click on the “Documents” tab – here you can find MCRA Bylaws, the Policies and Procedures Manual and MCRA Job Descriptions.
NCRA’s 45th Annual Conference is May 19-22, 2019 in Denver, CO.  Registration is open now!

Tomorrow starts the new membership year…if you haven’t already done so, please renew your membership.  I will be handing over the communication reigns to Kathy Lougiu for communications as well as the MODMM – it has been a pleasure to volunteer in this capacity and I am excited, yet a little nervous, for my next adventure as President-Elect and President!  I am also continuing my role this year as a member of the NCRW Committee with NCRA.  Can you believe we are already in the process of selecting the theme for 2020?  Crazy how fast time flies!  Your 2019 NCRW is April 8-12, 2019 and packets are expected to be out soon!

Membership
Chunny Daiker
 Thank You to all who have supported MCRA by being a member!

2019 Membership enrollment started the 1st of the Year. Membership is due by Feb 1, 2019. 

· All membership forms & payments are completed online. 

· Link to membership form & payment info:  https://fs28.formsite.com/minnesotaMCRA/Membership2019/index.html
· $10.00 Late Fee for memberships received on/or after Feb 2, 2019.  (late fee does not apply to new members). 

2019 Membership Directory 

· The 2019 MCRA directory will be released to members the week of Feb 18, 2019. 

Benefits of MCRA Membership include: 

· MCRA membership directory.

· Networking with others who work in the Cancer Data Registry field in Minnesota.

· Educational webinars held at the VA Medical Center or you can access online for CEs. 

· Annual MCRA Conferences for CEs. 

· Updates from our state liaison (Minnesota Cancer Reporting System) Carol Forbes-Manske, regarding important changes in coding, rules, etc. 

Membership is OPEN year-round and we accept NEW Members anytime of the year!
[image: image4.emf]
 Meet the 2018 MCRA Executive Committee

LeeAnn Olson, CTR - President:  MN Cancer Surveillance System, St. Paul.  Member since 1996.
Jen Nelson, CTR, NR-EMT – President Elect:  MN Cancer Surveillance System, St. Paul.  Member since 2011.
Linda Vanstrom, RHIT, CTR – By-laws:  Minneapolis VA Health Care System, Minneapolis.  Member since 1994.
Amanda Hlad, RHIA, CTR – Treasurer:  St. Joseph’s Medical Center, Brainerd.  Member since 2007.
Chris Bushaw, Med, RHIT, CTR – Secretary: Rochester Community & Technical College, Rochester.  Member since 2016.
Jess Klaphake, RHIT, CTR – Communications & MODMM:  St. Cloud Hospital/Coborn Cancer Center, St. Cloud.  Member since 2014.
Carol Forbes-Manske, CTR – MCSS Liaison:  MCSS, St. Paul.  Member since 1986.
Chunny Daiker, BS, RHIT, CTR – Membership:  Hennepin County Medical Center, Minneapolis.  Member since 2009.

Tom Coles, CTR, CHES – Website:  Allina-Abbott Northwestern Hospital, Minneapolis.  Member since 2009.
Janice Anastasi, Kimberly Gums, Carol Forbes-Manske, Nancy Hedstrom – Nominating Committee
Jackie Halsey, LeeAnn Olson, Cindy Sanborn – “Laurie Griffin Outstanding Member” Award Committee
Candace Schoolmeesters, Heidi Leach, Jen Nelson – Professional Development
